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Problems and Solutions for the Coltan Debate.
Three Problems for the Coltan Debate.
· Violence between the miners, the government and rebel forces.
· Child labour.
· Smuggling of Coltan.
Three Solutions for the Coltan Debate.
· Improve remunerations and wages for the miners.
· Provision of controlled and regulated employment in the mines based on age.
· Increasing security officers to monitor exportation and importation of coltan.
Topic Sentence; To solve the problems associated with coltan mining, the government of Congo should improve remunerations and the wages of the miners, provide controlled employments in the mines based on age and beef up security for monitoring exportation and importation of coltan.


Body Paragraph 1
To solve the problem of violence associated with the mining of Coltan in Congo, the government of Congo should increase the wages of the miners. Coltan is arguably a scarce and a valuable mineral which has attracted many competitors who scavenge for it through the use of force and guns and in this case, the miners suffer the most. The market for Coltan has grown and benefits the upper class at the expense of the local miners who produce it and are offered peanut wages. The miners are subjected to deplorable working conditions and are sometimes forced to protect their labor through rebellion which also leads to violence between them, the government entities, private firms, and rebel forces. Lalji (34), in the article the resource curse revised: Conflict and Coltan in the Congo, states that “Coltan has become the blood diamond of the 21st century and workers rely on the scarce mineral as a source of employment and compete with the rebel forces leading to violence". This quotation clarifies that Coltan is a very valuable and a precious mineral whose scarcity has become a center of interest among many people. There is an acknowledgment that the competition for Coltan lies between the miners, the government and the rebel forces and in this case, the miners suffer the most as they are always subjected to deplorable working conditions. To solve the problem of violence, the miners should be prioritized through improving their working conditions and their wages. RTD (1), in the video Congo, My Precious. The Curse of the Coltan mines in Congo states that “the majority of the miners of Coltan in Congo rely on violence as a way of exposing their challenges of poor remunerations and improving remunerations and wages will solve their woes." RTD also states that "the Coltan miners are aware of the value of Coltan when exported or used locally and are always eager to benefit from the mineral just like the government and the military." These two quotations imply that the miners of Coltan lack the motivation to produce the mineral. It is also clear that the miners work hard in the mines, but are always impoverished and this leads to rebellion. Arguably, improvement of their working conditions such as elevating their payment would motivate the miners and create the implication that their labor is appreciated hence leading to lesser struggles, rebellion, war, violence, blood shedding and deaths. Therefore, it is apparent that the extraction of Coltan by the impoverished workers contributes to violence which can be solved through the provision of between working conditions such as increase of wages.
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